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Disease-oriented biobanks for investigation of
molecular mechanisms of diseases, 
establishment of human disease relevance
Population-based cohorts for identification of
genetic risk factors

Tissue banks for investigation of
target expression in diseased 
and non-affected organs

Tissue banks to investigate target
expression in large patient cohorts to 
support the design of clinical trials

Tissues, bodily fluids, cells
collected in clinical trials 
for biomarker validation
(companion diagnostics)
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Tissue banks for 
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Convention on Human Rights and Convention on Human Rights and 
Biomedicine (ETS 164)Biomedicine (ETS 164)

Oviedo, 4.4.1997Oviedo, 4.4.1997

Article 21 – Prohibition of financial gain
The human body and its parts shall not, as such, The human body and its parts shall not, as such, 

give rise to financial gain.
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The Win The Win –– Win SituationWin Situation

• Industry needs access to samples, data and
scientific/medical expertise

• Industry can provide important know how and in-
kind contribution

• Biobanks require involvement of industry to 
contribute to improved health care

• Biobanks require additional funds for 
sustainability



BBMRI Expert CentresBBMRI Expert Centres

A new model of public-private-partnership 
to improve efficacy of biospecimen 
research for academia and industry



Expert Centers: Model AExpert Centers: Model A
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Expert Centers: Model BExpert Centers: Model B
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Expert Centres as Highways for Expert Centres as Highways for 
Transnational Research CollaborationsTransnational Research Collaborations
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Expert Centres Linked to BiobanksExpert Centres Linked to Biobanks

Distributed hub and spoke structure
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Expert Centers FeaturesExpert Centers Features

• Expert centres for different fields
• Specifications defined together with industry
• Industry participates in QM
• Participation in “ring“ trials 
•
•
• Common reference samples
• Certification / Accreditation / Brand
• Confidentialy guaranteed like by CRO
• Different models, great flexibility
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