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1. Biobank Access: to be harmonized, or not be to harmonized? Practical 

Considerations.

2. Biobank Access: How does it work (or not)?

3. Access to biobanks: important consideration for success

4. How to give access to biobanks?

5. Important considerations when providing access to a biobank?

6. Providing access to a biobank: a practical approach 

7. Biobanks open for research: practical considerations

8. Biobank access: letting researchers in

9. Putting biobanks to use: correctly modulating access

10. Biobank access: how open are the doors?

11. Biobank access: how to open the doors?

12. The last step of biobanking: providing access

13. Activating your biobank: systemic considerations of access

14. A systemic approach to modulating biobank access

15. Tweaking biobank access valves: practical approaches

16. Optimizing biobank use: a systemic approach to modulating access

Titles...a bit of trouble
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The two perspectives of biobank access...
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Outline of presentation...

ÁThink ñaccess systemò (infrastructure)

Á Focus on two elements of an access system 

(content) :

Á1) Access policy

Á2) Access procedures

Á Access harmonisation possible? Necessary?

Á Overview of available tools/documents

Á Preview of an Access Catalogue



Access Systems...(structure)
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Access Systems... (content)
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Access Procedures (content)

STEP 1

ÅInterested investigator

ÅFill-in online Pre-application Form

STEP 2

ÅPre-application evaluation by biobank

ÅScientific Director will grant access to the Data/Samples Catalogue, provide a Support Letter
and Cost Policy

STEP 3
ÅReview of available data/sample by the Investigator

STEP 4
ÅFill-in on-line Application Form

STEP 5
ÅMeeting with Biobank staff  (if necessary)

STEP 6
ÅDevelopment and finalisation of protocol by Investigator



Access Procedures (content)

STEP 9
ÅSign Access Areeement

STEP 10
ÅAccess fees billed by biobank

STEP 11

ÅTransfer of data and/or samples to Investigator

STEP 12

ÅTransportation costs billed separately to Investigator

STEP 7

ÅNecessary approvals:

ÅLocal Research Ethics Board approval

ÅApproval by the Research Ethics Board of biobank

ÅApproval by the Access Committee

STEP 8
ÅAdditional approvals ?



Access Procedures (content)



Access harmonization: possible? necessary?
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Access harmonization: possible? necessary?

Á Full biobank access harmonization not possible 

and...not necessary either.

Á However, for multi-biobank research, a minimum 

level of harmonization is necessary

Á Important to avoid unnecessary hurdles to 

access when conceiving the access system



Biobank access... Costs, 

Administrative burden,

Approval delays, etc 



Access harmonization: possible? necessary?

Á Full biobank access harmonization not possible 

and...not necessary either.

Á However, for multi-biobank research, a minimum 

level of harmonization is necessary

Á Important to avoid unnecessary hurdles to 

access when conceiving the access system

What is this minimum level of 

harmonization?



What are some tools available? (1)

ÁCore Access Policy elements

ÁCore Access Agreement elements
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What are some tools available? (2)

Á P3G Sample and Data Access Policies: Core 

Elements (www.p3g.org)                 


