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Francis Collins et al.

- òa large longitudinal population -based cohort study, with 
collection of extensive clinical information and ongoing follow -up, 
would be profoundly valuable to the study of all common diseasesó

ÅShould population biobanks collect and distribute
childrenõs DNA samples?

ÅWho may have access?  
ÅUnder what conditions / provisions?



For example, a US initiative:



For example, a European initiative:



Largest biobank projects collecting childrenõs samples 
(target population of at least 10,000 individuals)



Privacy concerns:
- DNA is an identifier - even in aggregated datasets
- Childrenõs DNA is being collected and distributed without 

consent


